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,?2. 97w — Send ... if you please [iit., for yourself]. The
implication is that God gave Moses permission to send spies,

13 /119 but left the decision up to him. In Deuteronomy 1:21-23, the
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: ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send forth men, if you please, and let thﬂ:m spy ?ut t.he

Land of Canaan that I give to the Children of Israel; one man each from his fath.ers tribe
shall you send, every one a leader among them.” 3 Moses sent them forth from tr.ze Wilderness
of Paran at HASHEM's command; they were all distinguished men; heads of the Children of Israel

were they.
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Torah provides further information on the sequence of
events leading up to the mission. As explained by the Sages
and Rashi in both chapters, the people came to Moses and
asked him to dispatch spies to reconnoiter Canaan and
report to them. Moses consulted God, Who said, “I have told
them the Land is good. [But since they question Me], Iwill let
them test My veracity, at the risk of being misled and losing
their chance to enter the Land.” Although Moses apparently
approved the demand, he actually hoped that his agreement
would dissuade the people from pressing their request. The
Sages offer a parable: Someone wants to buy a donkey, but
says that he must first test it. The seller enthusiastically
agrees. “May | take it to both mountains and valleys?" “Of
course!” Seeing that the seller is so confident of his animal’s -
prowess, the buyer decides he has nothing to fear and for-
goes the test. He buys the donkey and is very satisfied. So,
too, Moses thought that his willingness to let the people have
their way would convince them that they had nothing to fear.
He was mistaken; they wanted to hear about the Land from
their peers. So he sent the spies.
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102 TuE EMUNAH REALITY R. Gl ;uha'\_ . a
(mistakenly) think it doesn’t require any sort of deeper thought or rec-
ognition. Because of that mistake, and because they simply don’t think
about the topic of emunah, they’re content with having an inner emo-
tional tendency to believe that there’s “Someone” behind everything.
The disturbing reality is that many people who are otherwise consid-
ered bnei Torah or Chassidim believe in what is convenient and pleasant™,

XD

) for.them — and no more. Such a person also decides what Hashem \

( wants from him and in which areas Hashem “doesn’t get involved” —
itself a ridiculous suggestion. Without realizing how foolish his way is,
such a person invents “shortcuts” in Hashem’s name. These types of

people decide for themselves in which god they believe and to whose
voice they heed.
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From the outset, in order to grow in emunah, one needs to work on
knowing in the clearest possible way that (on their own) man’s actions

appealing since it doesn’t interfere with one’s autonomy to determine ?rare futile; they can accomplish nothing. Knot/v.ix‘mg this is impossib‘le as

his own way of life. This type of purported emunah is fostered with plea- long as one believes in his own power a‘nd abilities. If a.persor:n behe‘];e;s

sure by that person who seeks being “at peace with his inner self.” After he’s even partially in charge of his own life, he rend,ets h.lmself incapable

all, he reasons, isn't that why a Jew enters the world? of accepting the opposite conclusion — that.man s actions c‘an.achleve
~JNotice the problem: what role does the Creator play in that person’s absolutely nothing. He therefore prevents himself from believing that

life? Where has the Torah gone for him? The truth is that a person enters

the world to live in peace with Torah and Hashem — not with himself. e —————————
e supiexficial "Ll believe what works for me approach deseribed | @ One can't expect that emunah will “speak to him” if he perpetuates

above is worse than superficial. It misses the whole point, leads to emp- | within himself interests that contradict emunah. The yetzer hara knows and

tiness and unhappiness. Its main objective is to ensure that nothing o | exploits this and unleashes a simple strategy to prevent us from growing:
. . 1Y ! ; . .

fdisturbs the “believer’s” comfort. Ultimately, real emunah brings satis- / ! It exerts every effort to convince us that increasing our emu-nah threatens
)faction on all fronts, and there is no trade-off. Achieving it may require ) | our material interests.

{ us to rethink what really matters rather than just doing what is easy.

Siniply but, such people create their own gods.
That emunah — emunah designed for personal convenience — seems

3

Hashem alone performs all actions.

@« .
Believing That Hashem Exists Isn’t Enough o o — =

If a person doesn’t ponder the topic of emunah, he’s liable to live his
entire life — from the cradle in the delivery room until he lies on a
chevra kadisha gurney — without emunah, and therefore without any

real meaning. This is necessarily so; a person can’t believe if he doesn’t
™Y, K027 PRIDW =R b 101 anIvn

5-X 5 7hbdna H9RKR1 ,TIN DTY anw
e ek oYY L ahY 1on " i nve

know what he is supposed to believe.

® One who has never thought about what he believes can’t be called a | Y?Z) 7901 YN L,TAR Yo ava an vy
ma‘amin, believer. Emunah has to be defined. WD W WM LOIR "3 YW owynn
While it may not be physical or palpable, emunah is the engine behind | ;'ﬂ myT %-X ,77an pITon Mooa ;

every human act.
Emunah that doesn’t obligate a person isn’t emunah. If a person “believes” |

: IR P9y Nyt , oy

in Hashem but Hashem isn’t part of every aspect of his life at all timesandin | o & ]- e AN kLl -
X_pnn LR Tonb) we mbyn

all places, in what does he really believe? ! 121 DOND 18 - 2 ¢
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It’s not enough for one to proclaim “ani ma‘amin bemunah sheleimah — v mw MR Ooran  L,0vnws

I believe with complete faith” that there is a God. What do those words aYoRm DMETM OX UPAT ,NINORM

jmean to someone who hasn’t thought about emunah? How can one whoy oI DX LDMaTRw A Dwan

oesn’t make an effort to think about emunah and doesn’t learn its prin- | Wn 931 X1 DAY Xl ohan

| ciples in an orderly way expect his emunah to have any meaning? Many \ JDIRTEMT WO W DI ,DPAWE DA

Jews have never advanced beyond the emunah they learned in kindergar- 77V 731 DONYAR DMETn DR bax

-&_ten: the faith in a God in heaven who looks down upon the earth — itself 1 nanxm ,o7wa e 'lmp';;zw o
based on what the kindergarten teacher herself learned when she was NI PR W DMWIR L pmsm -

three! The question of whether Hashem is present with us here in the PRI L,DWURIR PPRY DRI PRY 927

world never arises. It’s very difficult to call that emunah. Sw 7NN YR AT L ONBR l;w —-(Z!y

P
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! % The disturbing truth is that for many people, perhaps the decisive majority

of them, the words b'siyata diShmaya, with Hashem's help, might well bean ! gran PR VY ONRD AR 0D
| expression of kefirah. 'R1,0191 PR RI0 77w 20,71 an Y9
i If what one means is that he needs only Hashem’s help, or at least for 1T PR 9D DRI mwn ow 17
| Him not to interfere with one’s plans, he rejects the absolute notion that itis | MWNR_JPYY Ny o719 minws
! Hashem alone who performed, performs, and will perform all deeds. IR Ry W moynb
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Acknowledging Th " -
ging That Man Is Powerless @y T ) EA0 TR RITW MM

There are many levels of one’s emunah in Hashem’s performance of S395T HYon amI b oonon oI

- every act in the world. Further, as explained earlier, each new piece of npIPnn Wwow X oTn whw am

intellectual knowledge of the truth has a corresponding higher level i 7 =
through which it is internalized through emunah.
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IN THE GARDEN OF THE TORAH

Every person is fit to be righteous like Moshe our
teacher, or wicked like Yerovam.... There is no one
who compels him, decrees upon him, or leads him.
to either of these two paths. Instead, it is he — on
his own initiative and thought — who tends to the.
path he desires....

This _principle is a fundamental concept and a pillar
[on which_rests] the Torah and its command-_

rﬁént[s], as it is written:2 “Behold! I have set before
you today life [and good, death and evil,]"... i.e., the

Any one of the mortal acts which a person desires
to do, he may, whether good or evil.... The Creator
dges not compel or decree that people should ddu

either good or bad. Instead, everything is left to
their [own choice].

G-d did not create man to be an automaton. Instead; He
gave him free choice, which distinguishes him from all
other forms of life.? All other existence is ruled by the laws
of nature. Man, by contrast, has the power to control his
conduct, and act according to his own initiative.
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in yourself the maturity and the earnestness to reach a little
higher, to beconie a trifle better You want to come closer to the
Almighty. You want to emulate His characteristics and draw
nearer to Him. Youre thinking to yourself, I'm ready So what
do I do now?

So the Chovos Halevavos says, “Vyaaleh b'machshavto,” you
should think about it, “v¥yishal mehaKel l'ezro ul'amtzo al yoser
mimah sheyesh biycholto min hay diah umin hama'aseh,” and you

4 should ask the Almighty to help you and give you the strength
~ to accomplish something that is beyond your capabilities. The
Chovos Halevavos is teaching us how to daven.

What happens when you daven? Just because you roll out
of bed and say the words of the siddur, does that mean you are
really davening? Your davening has to have a neshamab. It has to
have a heart. It needs sinews and veins and flesh and bones. It

has to have a pulse. It has to have life. So the Chovos Halevavos
is telling us that if you are serious and you want to grow and you
want to be a bigger person, you should daven to the Almighty
and ask Him for help.

o You should say to Him, I'm limited. I only have a limited
amount of strength and a limited amount of understanding;
The world is a dark place full of inscrutable mysteries. I don't
know how to navigate through it. I don’t know how to relate to
myself. I don’t know how to relate to my family, to my friends,
to other people in general. I don’t know how to communicate.
The world is screaming, but I dont understand what it is say-
ing. We talk and blather all day, but we’re not really talking to
each other. Our words come out of our mouths stillborn. It’s a
terrible tragedy that we don’t know how to open our hearts to
each other. But what should I do? I'm limited. I need Your help.
I need You to give me strength.

So what happens when you plead with the Almighty in this

way? The Chovos Halevavos, this hallowed s¢fer whose pages Jews
have been kissing for almost a thousand years, tells us what hap-
pens. “Yamtzi lo haBorei bakashosav vyiftach lo sha'arei yedi aso”
The Almighty will grant you your request. He will open up
the gates of wisdom and knowledge for you. Vyecbazeé sichlo
veivarav laamad b’'mitzvosav.” The Almighty will strengthen
your intellect and your physical body so that you will have the
wisdom and the strength and the stamina to rise to the next level
that you desire. “Asher I'maalah miy'cholto” Even if it is beyond
your capabilities at this moment, it will not always be beyond

‘your capabilities. “Madreigah achar madreigah.” He will help you
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N
rise from one level to the next. He will enable you to climb the
ladder rung by rung with no end or limitation in sight.
What form will that help take?
“Ki hatalmid yimtza b’libo keshebu mishtadel bachachmah,” says
the Chovos Halevavos, “for when the one who wants to learn
sreaches out for wisdom he will discover in his heart, ko'ach elyoni
(; ruchni, an exalted spiritual power, ein &’koach adam I’hd’ilo bo, a
!Lpower that a person cannot achieve on his own without Divine
assistance.”

Unlimited Resources

o

l

What is our greatest problem? 1 think we can encapsulate it in
one brief statement. We are frozen in place. We are what we

are, and we find it next to impossible to change, to progress, to
rise, to become bigger people. But the Chovos Halevavos tells us
that we have the means to break out of our ruts. We have the

means to acquire wisdo

Y will enable us to grow and progress without limit. Yes,

unlimited resources at our fingertips. But first we have to take -

the first step, we have to find in our h_egrt§:the desire to change
and to grow. Then we can daven to the Almighty and He vil

give us the tools we need to accomplish our desire.

This, I believe, is the meaning of the words we say every day
before Krias Shema, “Vba’ir eineinu b’Sorasecha. Illuminate o
eyes in Your Torah.” We ask for light. I always wondered what
this means, but now I believe it means the light we can achieve(
by asking the Almighty for the ko'ach elyon, the exalted power.
That power can give us limitless light. Tt can illuminate all the

_ pathways of the world for us with a light of pure wisdom, but

~we have to ask for it. We have to make the first move. We hae
to take the first step. And then we can ask for more, and we
will get it.

That is really the soul of Rosh Hashanah. Before we sound
the shofar, we say, “Ashrei haam yodei sruah, Hashem, b'obr par-
echa y'haleichun. Fortunate is the nation ... they walk in the
light of Your countenance.” The light of Your countenante.
What does that mean? How do people walk in the light of H
countenance? It is by acquiring the ko'ach elyon. That is how the
Almighty reveals His light to us. That is how He illuminates
our lives. When a_person discovers this light, he finds move-
ment, he finds mobility, he finds he can extricate and libente
himself from every narrowness, from every anguish, from every

pettiness, from every meanness, from every baseness. Whenwe
live in the Almighty’s light we can truly yhaleichun, we
truly walk. We have movement. We are no longer tied down
and frozen in place.

"The trageg;(;f‘ our lives is that we are burdened withan
attitude that we are what we are. A day passes, 2 , week, a month,

a year, with no change, so we become cynigal. Another Rosh

m and undﬁegsgaﬁnrdiggrggisrtrength that
we have

Hashanah. Another Aseres Y’'mei Teshuvah. Another }_(E_

Kippur. And suddenly it’s twenty years later, and we haven't
moved. We haven’t budged from where we were in the first
place.

gk

But if there was someone who could come and open our
seves, really open our eyes about ourselves, and show us a
glimpse for a moment of what we could become, we would
be transformed. We would be shocked that we are so close yet
so far. But it’s not really so far. It’s within our grasp. We just

have to daven for it.
€ When we approach Rosh Hashanah, we need to focus on
the &ohr panecha y'haleichun. We need a new daas, a new wis-
dom, a new understanding, a new insight. We need to illumi-

nate our private worlds and let the Divine light shine into every
dark corner.

On Rosh Hashanéh, when we daven for all the things we
need, we must daven for the ok the Divine light, the Zouch

elyon that the Almighty is prepared to give to each and every
one of us — as long as we ask for it.
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